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Sir: 

Submitted herewith are an International Prelimineiry Report on Patentability and a Written 
Opinion for the Examiner's consideration. The references cited therein have been previously filed 
with the International Search Report in an Information Disclosure Statement submitted to the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office on October 15, 2004. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

OBLON, SPIVAK, McCLELLAND, 
MAIER & NEUSTADT, P.C. 
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Applicant's or agenVs fik lefearence 
JSONY-524PCT 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


Intfimaiional application No. 
PCT/JP2004y001213 


liiiemaiional filing dale {dayMonth/year) 
05 February 2004 (05.02^004) 


AppUcanl 

SONY CORPORATION et al 





1 . TrunsnUttal of the tran^aon Id the applkanL 



E) 

□ 



The Inienoational Bureau iiansmiis berewiih a copy of Ihc English translation of the intemaiional preliminaiy report on 
patentability (Chapter I). 

The Iniemalional Bnrean iiansmils hcrewiib a copy of the English tianslaiion of the inlematiooal preliminaiy leport on 
patentability (Chapter II)* 



Tn>y^<H»1 nf fliB copy of the translation to the designated or elected OlEcas. 

Tlae Iniemaliona] Bureau notifies the applicant that copies of that translation have been transmitted to ihe foUowinfi designated or elected 
Offices requiring such translation: 

PG 

The following desifinaied or elected Offices, having waived ibe requirement for such a uunsmittal at tfds thne, will receive coi«es of that 

iranslaiion bom tbe International Bureau only upon their reqaest* 

AE. AG, AL, AM, AP. AT. AU. AZ. BA, BB, BG, BR. BW, BY. B2. CA, CH. ON. CO, CR CU, CZ, DE D K D M DZ. EA 
EC EE EG. EP ES! FI. QB, GD. G£. GH, GM. HR. HU. ID. lU IN, IS. KE, KG, KP. KR, K£ LC LK^R. 1^^^^ 
MA. MD. MG, MK, MN, MW, MX. MZ, NA, Nl, NO, NZ, OA. OM. PH. PL, PT. RO, RU, SC, SO. SE. SG, SK, SL SY, TJ. 
TM, TN, TR, TT. TZ. UA, UG. US, UZ, VC. VN. YU, ZA, ZM. ZW 



3. Reminder regarding translation into (one oD the ofndal languageCs) of Oie elected OfGcefs). 

The applicant is reminded lhai, where a translation of the international application must be famished to an elected Office, that translation 
must contain a translation of any annexes to the international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter 11). 

It is the applicant's re^onsibyUy to pKbpatv and fiiniisb such translation directly U> each elected Oflice concerned within the 
applicable time Ihnit (Rtile 74.1X See Vohrnie H of the FCT Applicant's Guide for ftirther details. 



The Intemalional Bureau of WlPO 
34, chetnin des Colombettes 
121 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland 



Facsimile No.+4I 22 740 14 35 



Authorised officer 



Yoshiko Kuwahara 



Facsimile No.+4 1 22 338 90 90 
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PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABIUTY 
(Chaptex I of the Patent Cooperation Treaty) 



(PCT Rule 44^>w) 



Applicant's or i^cnt's 51e ittfcmnce 
JSONY-524PCT 


FOR FURTHER ACTION 


See item 4 below 


International application Na 
PCT/JP2004/001213 


Internationa] fUing date (da\/monihf)teQr) 
05 February 2004 (05.02!2004) ' 


Prioiity date (day/moniJtfvear) 
24 February 2003 (24.02.2003) 


Intemationa} Patent QassificatiDn (8th edition unless older edition indicated) 
See relevant information in Form PCT/ISA/237 


Applicant 

SONY CORPORATION 



1. This intemaUona] pieliminaiy report on patentaUli^ (Chapter I) is issued by the Internationa] Boreaii on behalf of the 
International Searching Authority under Rule 44 ^rf.I(a). 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheeL 

In the attached sheets, any reference to the wrinen opinion of the International Searching Anthority shonld l>e read as a referenoc 
to the intenmtional proliminary report on patentability (Chapter T) instead 



3. This report conttdns indications relating to the following items: 





Box No. I 


Basis of the repon 


□ 


Box No. n 


Priority 


□ 


Box No. m 


Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and indastnal 
applicability 


□ 


Box No. IV 


Lack of unity of invention 


1^ 


Box No. V 


Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industriai 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 


□ 


Box No. VI 


Certain documents cited 


□ 


BoxNo.Vn 


Certain defects in the international application 


□ 


Box No.Vin 


Certain observations on the international application 



4. The International Boicau wjjl communjcaie this report to designated Offices in accordance with Roles 44^£r.3(c) and 93to.l but 
not, except where the applicant makes an express request under Article 23(2), before the expiration of 30 months firom the priority 
date(Ru]e44Ats.2j. 





Date of issuance of this report 
13 February 2006 (13,02,2006) 


The Internationa] Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colorabettes 
121 1 Geneva 20. Switzeriand 

Facsimile No. -f41 22 740 14 35 


Authorized officer 

Yoshiko Kuwahara 

Telephone No. 441 22 338 90 90 



Form PCT/IB/373 (January 2004) 
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My 

PCT 

WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 

(PCT Rule 43*/* J) 


Dal^pfflwiling 25-05-2004 


Applicant's or D«ent*ii file Tcfereacc 

JS0NY-524PCT 


FOR TORTHER ACTION 

Sec pon^raph 2 bcjmv 


Intenulional application No. 

PCT/JP2004/001213 


tntanaliopal filing dsit fday.'oionttiyear) 

05.02 .2004 


Priority dqte ((ko^tonfh'y^^r) 
24. 02*2003 


)ntematio<ul Pw«nt Classification (IFC) or Iwtll luticnal claMificalion and IPC 
G02F 1/1335, F21V 8/00 


Applicant 

SONY CORPORATION 



This opinion contains indicaliona reJoting tolhc fotlo%ving hcnw: 
Bafam ofthd opinion 
Fricrity 

Noa-«stabl3$bm^ of opinioo whh regard to novelty, inventivd «tep and industrial applicalnlity 
Lack of uDhy of Invention 

Reasoned fitatcmifinl und«r Rule 43M'f.l(aXi> with regard to novelty, inventive ^cp or industrial 
applicability: cilalionR and explanstiona supponin^ such slotemenl 

C4rlaitt documents cited 

Cenam defects in the toleniatjona) application 

Ccruiin obiiervationsi on the international application 

FltRTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international pfalimioary exaininaiion is made, this opinion will be considered to he a Mrritlcn opinion of the 
imfirnational Prcliniiwry E\«mining Authority ("IPEA'*) except that this does not appW where the applicant chooRcs an Authorit>' other 
than this one to be the IPE.A and the chosen IPSA l»H notified the International Bureau uiKler Rule 66. 1 d/^) that written opinions of 
this inlemalional Searching .Aiithorit>' wilt not he no considered 

If this opinion is, aji pro\ided abo\'e. considered to be o written opinion of the IPEA- the applicant is* invited to submit to the IPEA a 
written reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of 3 months 6rom the date of mafling of Form 
PCT/IS.A/220 or before the e.^tralion of 22 months frton the priority date, whichever expires later. 

For turther options, see Form PCT'lSAa20. 

For fiirtlier deloils. see notes to Form PCTyjS.A/220. 





Bo.\No.l 


□ 


Box No. II 


□ 


Box No. Ill 


□ 


QoxNa IV 




Box No. V 


□ 


Box No. VI 


□ 


Box No. VII 


□ 


Box Na VIII 



Name and mailing address of the ISA/JP 


.Authorized oflicer 


Focsimile No. 


Telephone No. 



form PCT/IS.A/237 (cover sheet) (January 2004) 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AlTHORm' 



bitenuitional application No. 

PCT/JP2004/001213 



Box No. I 



Ea^b of this opliiion 



1. WiXb regard lo the langiMse. this opinion h^a bd^a established on the tn$i9 of the imcniattonal ajsplication in the hui^^e in whidi it vms 
filed, unless oth^nnsf indicatdd mtderthis ii«»fii. 

□ This opinion has been estoblidted on the basis of a translation from the oHsinal lansuas^ into the foUoiwins lax^use 

, which is the lai^iia^ of a traiwlation ftimidted for the pinposes of international search (under 

Rule 12.3 and 23. 1(b)). 

2. With rr^iTd to im>' nucleotide iind/or ammo acid scqurnce <fiscIosed in the international application and necessary to the churned 
im^ention. this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of oiatcrial 

[ I a RequcRce tisting 

[ I tAh1e(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. - fonual of materia! 

[ I in written fonniit 
[ I in computer readable form 
c time of filins/Aimishing 

I I contained in the international application as filed. 

[~] filed togetlwr witlt the international application in comptner readable form. 

I I fiimished nihsoquently to this Authority for the purposes of Kearch. 

3. [ ] In oddition, in the case that more than one venzion or cop>- of a sequence liKting and'Or table(s) relatn)g thereto has been filed or 

fiimiidied, the lequiTBd Aatemenls that the iofonmation in the sojbsequent or additional 00|»es is identical to that in the application as 
filed or does not so beyond the application as filed, as appropriate: were fbmished. 

4. Additional commeitts: 



FoTTO PCT/IS.V237 (Box Na I) (January 2004) 
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WTUTTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 


ImemalionaJ appH cation No. 

PCT/JP2004/001213 


Box Na ^' Reasoned sTatmiefit onder Ruk 43lils.l(aXI) wlrh regard to JU>v«|l>', iaventhrr step or industrial appl]cal4||ty; 
citafiaiis and cacplanations wpportlns SOdl tttttemeuf 


1 . SStotenriCTit 




Nov'di)^(N) ^, 7, 9-16 


YES 


Claims l-S/S/G/S^lT/lS NO 


lmciili««tcp(IS) ^t^.^ 4, 7^ 9-16 




Cbinis 1-3/5, 6, 8, 17, 18 NO 


Indufitrial applicohility (JA) eiafans 1-18 


YES 


Chiiim 


NO 




2. CiUlion* tod explanations: 




Document 1: JP 2001-93321 A (Hitachi, Ltd,), 6 April 


2001, fig. 1; paragraphs [00156], [0168] and 


[0310] (Family: none) 




. Document 2: JP 2002-107720 A (Hirokazu Matsui), 10 April 


2002 & US 2002/39292 A 




The inventions set forth in claims 1 


to 3, 5, 6, 8, 



17 and 18 are disclosed in document 1 (fig. 1; paragraphs 
[00156], [0168] and [0301]) cited in the international 
search report, and therefore laclc novelty and do not 
involve an inventive step. 



The inventions set forth in claims 4, 7 and 9 to 16 
are not disclosed in any of the documents cited in the 
international search report, and would not be obvious to 
a person slcilled in the art* 



Form PCT/TS.V237 (Box No. V) (Januan' 2004} 



